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WAS Chtlitmni r.vt, and o'er the world
A mantle while w ItWne

When Sent CUui Ml out to do
llli yearly round or calllngi

The dtar old Mint rejoiced to e
A protnl of good olelehlne.

For ioli of now n uit what h
A lone had bsn praying.

So greatly pltaicd wa h to it
Such charming ChrWima weather.

That cyly to hit talk he flew
Of getting thing together,

lilt imri sielfth n put to right
And lotted full to brimming,

And toen along in country roid
Old Sinlt CUu wi skimming.

Now htr, now dure, til iprlghlly dm
With airy llghtntlldartti.

Ai freih whtn mile and mllti away
A whtn thty lull hid itirltd.

The fltecy flake kept coming Jown,
The rambling foadwayi hUlngi

Yet on and on thty Atw along
Like ihidow wlftly gliding.

Out ere hi Joutnty wai quite o'er
St. Nick mtt trouble dlrei

The roadi kept filling up apart,
The mow ktpt piling higher,

And from hit light the earth wai hid
By flaku to thickly flying,

He could nol And the road at all,
But illll he ktpl on trying.

Her wai Inited for Stnta Claul
An awkward iltuatlin.

And one that for the moment tilled
Iff Rifaidllh craJWfirJllon i

The Unity lovl wai lad with rear - 1--

. vn 1(1 wviiuw utviiiMigi
Some dliappolnttd little trltndi

llli abienc would be counting.

Stlti truitlngthit kind Providence
Would htlp him In hli trouble,

SI. Wick hi faithful rtlndttr iletdi
Their effort tirgtd to doublet

And ofttn with a cheering word
Thejidtdbtiitihealdtd,

While on ahead through inowdrlfti deep
To find the road he wadtd.

At length, amid the flying flakei,
Dy chance old SinU lighted

Not far away ilgnpoit tall.
Whereat he wai dtllghtcd.

The ilgn upon the pott contained
The wtlcome In lor nation

That cloie at hand the road ran itralght
Unto fill dettleatlon.

With hope rtnewtd the good old taint
Along the roadway itruggled)

And toon he reached a ilttplng town
Which In a valley inuggltd,

litre ended Sinli' Chrlitmai call
And htr hi iltlgh h lightened.

Then homeward quickly off he pd
Ere Sol the landicap brightened.

FRANK D. WllCH.

A MERRY OHRI8TMA3.

Do So mo Act to Mako It a llnppy On for
Your Neljlibor.

Sen reelr less wondorful than tho
mystery of tho first Christians night la
tho mystery of tho perpetuation of tho
festival. It ' n far cry enough from
the shepherds who tended their flocks
on the hillside of Judea, and tho be-

lieving kings who followed tho star
from tho east, to, lot us say, tho avcr--

niro American eltuwu, and tho modern
rulers of kingdoms. Iloveronco and
simple faith are not cxaatly tho pro
vailing characteristics of tho lot-me-

nor do tho latter betraysutflolont keen
ness of Interest in things supernal to
warrant the supposition that they
would leave their kingdoms and go
forth laden with treasure, to follow a
mysterious sign in tho heavens. Yet
withal Christmas brings Its mcssago to

A VKAUI-U- Oil AIXO K.

Dllly (in horrified whisper) Mamma
Wily is an mtiaei.

Mamma An infidel?
Dllly Yeat ho aald ho don't bellevo

mere' any rsanut uiaua, rue.

--o "IT 15 THB ISL.KSSBD CHWTAA-TI- D J THE CHW?TAA LIGHT? ARE ALL AQLOW'-WHiniE- R. o
these tut well as to their widely differ-
ent prototype of nearly two thouonnd
years una. Tho echo of tho nngcllo
voices that gantr of noaco on carta.
(rood will to men, ullll resounds In tho
honvenson Christmas nlghtj nnd broth-o- r

U rcconullcd to brolhor, old enmi
ties nro laid away, pant bins forgiven,
and tlia bonila of friendship and family
affootlon drawn tlghtor over tho Christ- -

mas board and round tho cheerful
hearth. The rich and powerful stUl
open their coffers and. with large-hande- d

liberality, scatter their goods
among tho poor, thereby Imitating tho
Magi of old; for la it not wrlUcni
"Whatsoever ya shall do unto tho least
of My brethren, yo shall do unto Mo?"
Thus, in splto of the ovll forces with
whloh modern materialism and Infi-

delity are seeking to subvert the Influ-
ences of Christianity, tho Star of lloth-lehe-

is still in tho ascendant, and
Christmas Is tho greatest and most joy- -

oun festival known to tho civilised
world.

A Merry Christmas, then, let It bo to
nil I A dlrino religion Is not n sod one.
It brings peace to tho heart, and joy is
an exuberance of peace. Thuroforo let
tho bolls ring out, and hanff out tho
mistletoe, and bring on tho smoking
turkey, nud (father round tho llronldo,
and join in tho frolic of tho young- -

stent anything, everything, tur that
iho day bo merry, and oil hearts rejoice
becaiise Christ tho Ixirtl was born.
Forget for a tlma tho cures of business,
tbo prcrwuro of hard tlmim, tho threat-
ening future. Lock up tho family skel-
eton nnd, with it, all frownn and harsh
words and tho petty tyrannies and jeal-
ousies of common (fays. If you can lose
tho koy of tho closet, so much tho bat-
ter. If not, even tho brief respite from
ugly earca will 'pave Its benediction in
your heart, nnu quicken your longing
for iho roturn of tho fostlval of peace,

. If you hare no fireside ofyour own to
enliven, neck out tho desolnto hearth of
some unfortunate brother. There ara
tunny furloru llltlo ones to whom an
ornngo nod a plcturobook would bo a
forotantoof Heaven. I'lay BantnClnus
to mioh, and you will find your Morry
Christmas in tho reflection of thalr In-

nocent dolltfht; or enrry your greeting
nud your gift to noma aged tind lonely

SNOW-BOUND- .-

riujUro'Wtioko'.last Christmas It will bo
on earth, and earn a blessing that will
ropny your c (Torts a hundredfold.
Thcro Is, happily, no monopoly of tho
jpya of Chrlqtmas. If they do not comb
to us. wo can go to them. Wo havo
but to open our hearts nnd stretch out
our hands, and tho massongcrsot penco
will como gladly trooping toward us.
It will bo our own fault It wo havo not
each and nil rv Merry Christmas. Onco
ft Week.

A tax on lneoraos: OHtittmas. I'hll-adelph-

Ilecordt

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?r
A Happy Now Year! AVhut docfl It

mean? Are not thotw words oflon
thrown ont as n greeting without
thought or dopth of meaning? la it a
year In which to ourselves coma wealth
and health, prosperity and friendship?
Ono spent in tho pursuit of denting
pleasure and filled with ri

Interest? Nol Itntlior let tho wish bo
la each and all, as tho New Year dawns
with nil Its opportunities, that tho days
of 1B05 may bo well spont flllod with
thought and sympathy for those
around, and that In g and
kindly deeds tho happiness of others
may bo over sought, nnd then most
truly will each not rebound again In joy
and blessing to tho heart from which ft
springs Christian at Work.

Bazita Cr.Aua will bo just aa well
nlaasod it you distribute a few stockings
itisteau oi nuing quite so many tuisywtr,

n ITIIIM the quiet houie of Qod
Tan winter morning fair.

I

Tho organ muilo softly thrills
trion tho llilealng alri

Thtn. mingling with iho organ note.
The obolr's sweet voire sound!

"Whilo shepherds watched their flocks by
night

All seated on tbo ground."

And straightway, from tl.it tiletscd placo
My wandering fancies roam.

Onco mora a llltlo child am I,
Wlllita mr childhood's homoi

I hear ogaln my mother's voire.
J lor dear arms clasp me round,

fiho lnga how angel bouts "enrao down
And glory shono sround."

The moonlight fall acroas tho floor
In bars ot sllvor light.

And many a merry slelghbelt breaks
Tho illcnco of tbo night.

My bead upon lior loving heart
Incblldlihtruitl laid,

Tbo wbllo aha slngj ot that Went Date,
"Inmeanettgarb arrayed."

The pealing organ note aro ailll.
Tho Chrlitma hymn la sung,

I sit In my accuatomod placo,
Tbo rev'rent throng among)

Hut aweet end low within my heart,
Ttioro echo all day long

The memory ot my mother's voice
And of tbo sngolV song.

-- V. M. Qrimtb, In N. Y. Obicrrer.

ODD NEW YEAR CUSTOMS.

Quror Ways nf Cllvlno; l'reient la tbo
Olden Time.

Thcro used to bo u custom in voguo
many years ago in placing all tho Now
Year's gifts on tho floor in it dark room
whero tho recipients scrambled for
them on their kneos, and If they
brought out other than thoir own they
wcro fined n certain tmm which was to
bo expended In addition to tho good
cheer. Hags of bran and baskets of
shavings wcrouscd to conceal tho gifts
in, nnd tho wholo process was rondo as
difficult nnd ninuslug ns poMlblo. Tho
custom of giving New Year's prcacnta
dates back to tho Saxons, who kept tho
festival with grcatccroinonyand feast-
ing. In tho fifteenth century gloves
wcro tho most appreciated of any pres-
ents, being of tho finest quality and
handsomely decorated with gold nnd
sliver embroidery, A neat surprise was
a sum of money Inclosed In tho gloves.
A lord chancellor of England, Sir
Thomas Mooro, had won a difllcult suit
for u lady client, and alio remembered
him on New Year's day with n pair of
gloves which had forty gold pieces
Mswcd into them, Blr Thomas kept
tho gloves, but returned tho monoy,
saying that such lining mado him

Detroit Frco Press.
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Ono of tho most melancholy sights in
nnturo is a man trying to buy a Christ-
mas present for n woman. lie knows
In tt vaguo tray that tho present must
not bo a pair of auspendera or n shav-
ing sot, but when ho comes to partlcii-lnrlr- o

tho poor man lapses Into perfect
Imbecility, nnd gives his sister the
money and tells her to buy tho present.

Uoston Ulouc.
Vhrlitmss l'.t.

Uttla bits ot stockings,
Hung up In a row,

Always make Kris Krlngle
Down tlio chimney go.

-- Detroit Free Pre

A U18T1NOU18JIKU AURlTAf.

" Tbors's Mtr face at the door, my friend,
A aaw faco at tss deer."

Caieaco RerA


